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REQUIRED

Required 10 to 20 Acr Industrial NA
LAND In and around Valsad/Navsari

District Daman/Dadra & Nagar Haveli for
Pharmaceutical Industries

Contact:-9824103685
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The Neighbor Star:
PrOX|ma Centaurl

Every morning, we
see the Sun rising from
the east and setting in
the west. The effect of
day and night is due to
the rotation of the very
planet on which we are
living, the Earth. Now,
whether you know it or
not, the Sun is just one
of the billions of stars
out there in the
Universe. All the stars
that we see at nighttime
are of the same category
that the Sun belongsto -
they are all stars. The
stars that we see at
nighttime appear small
because of the vast
distance that lies
between them and us.
AndtheSunisrelatively
very closetousandthus
appears huge, and we
canfeel itsenergy inthe
form of heat and light.

The next nearest
star to us is Proxima
Centauri. Itisnotvisible
tothe unaided eyesasit
is small and faint
compared to the Sun.
The star Proxima
Centauri is located at a
distance of 4.25 light
years and was
discovered in the year
1915 by Robert Innes, a
British-born
astronomer.

The Sun is approx.
15 crore kms away
while Proxima Centauri
is40 trillion kms away!
And still, it is our
nearest neighbor star
after the Sun. The
Proxima Centauri star is
a subject of great
interest and research for
scientists, asitisnot just
a single star wandering
in the Universe. But, it
isapart of thewhole star
system and also has

Alpha
Centagri

-—Proxima

planets. Proxima
Centauri is amember of
the Alpha Centauri star
system along with 2
more stars known as
Rigil Kentaurus and
Toliman, also popularly
known as Alpha
Centauri A and Alpha

® -
. - Southern Cross

which is confirmed, is
close to the size of the
Earth. Scientists have
been trying to look for
other exoplanetsaround
Proxima Centauri.

Studying Proxima
Centauri and its planets
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Centauri B respectively.
These 2 other starsarein
fact a binary pair, and
they appear asonestar in
the night sky to the
naked eye. The binary
pair, which means they
both revolve around a
common point in the
space between them.

So, we have a star,
Proxima Centauri, and
then abinary star system,
the whole being Alpha
Centauri. In this star
system of 3 stars, the star
Proxima Centauri is
nearest to the Earth. As
of 2022, three planets
have been detected in
orbit around Proxima
Centauri.Out of these 3
planets, oneisconfirmed
and 2 are yet to be
confirmed. The one

also sheds light on the
evolution of our own
Solar System and
several other aspects of
stars and planets. The
author has a keen
interest in popularizing
astronomy  among
students and the public
and welcomes any
queries pertaining to the
subject. He can be
reached at
hemdse8177@geil.com
and will be happy to
answer them. The
picture is of the VLT
(Very Large Telescope)
of ESO (European
Space Agency) situated
in Chile. It also
showcases the bright
stars and constellations
and includes the Alpha
Centauri star system.
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